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MEETING MINUTES 
 
 
A Citizen’s Transportation Oversight Committee (CTOC) meeting was held at the 
Arizona Department of Transportation Board Room #145-147, 206 South 17th Avenue, 
Phoenix, Arizona on July 19, 2001 with Chairman William G. Beyer presiding. 
 
Members Present: 
 
William G. Beyer, Chairman 
Tom Liddy, Maricopa County District 1 
Ron Gawlitta, Maricopa County District 3 
Paul Schwartz, Maricopa County District 4 
Brian Campbell, Member-At-Large 
 
Member Absent: 
 
Jim Lykins, Maricopa County District 2 
 
Others Present: 
 
Ed Johnson, Citizen Richard L. Ruth, Citizen 
Carolyn Deobler, ADOT John Louis, ADOT 
Kwi-Sung Kang, ADOT-RFS Dan Lance, ADOT  
Bill Hayden, ADOT Doug Nintzel, ADOT 
Eric Anderson, MAG Chuck Eaton, ADOT 
Elizabeth Neville, ADOT 
 
1. Call To Order and Member Recognition: 
 
Chairman Beyer called the Citizen’s Transportation Oversight Committee meeting to 
order at 5:00 p.m.  
 
Chairman Beyer introduced and welcomed new Board member, Tom Liddy, and Paul 
Schwartz, who had been reappointed.   
 
Chairman Beyer stated that he had driven the Beeline Highway for the first time since its 
completion, and he wished to commend ADOT for an outstanding job. 
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Chairman Beyer called for a motion to create a letter to Mary Peters expressing 
appreciation and respect for the outstanding job Ms. Peters has done with ADOT during 
her tenure, to thank her for the support of CTOC over many years and to wish her the 
best of luck and success in Washington.  Brian Campbell moved to forward a letter, as 
recommended by Mr. Beyer, to Mary Peters.  Paul Schwartz seconded, and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes of May 15, 2001 Meeting: 
 
Chairman Beyer noted that the version of the minutes presented to the committee 
members today had been amended per the request of D.D. Barker.  Mr. Beyer called for 
a motion.  Paul Schwartz moved to approve the minutes of the CTOC meeting held on 
May 15, 2001 as circulated.  Brian Campbell seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
3. Staff Report: 
 
Chuck Eaton, ADOT, commented on the following: 
Regional Freeway System Status 
• The State Transportation Board approved the MAG Area Life Cycle Construction 

Program in June.  It is included in the MAG TIP, which goes to MAG Regional 
Council in July for approval.   

• The MAG Regional Freeway Program and the Statewide Program were presented. 
• The certification of the Regional Freeway System has been completed.  The 

program is in balance; however, the continuing escalating cost of right-of-way is of 
concern. 

• An issue is the estimated cost of the updated concept for the Red Mountain/Santan 
Loop 202/U.S. 60 System Interchange.  DMJM is evaluating three alternatives and 
will soon complete the Draft Design Concept Report that will identify the Preferred 
Alternative for public comment.  The cost of the updated system interchange is 
expected to add approximately $100 million.  The January 2002 Certification will 
address this system cost increase.  Alternate funding options are being considered 
to cover the additional costs. 

• An update of the 2000 performance audit was provided.  Project management 
training has begun for all project managers, team leaders, etc., and should be 
completed by year end. 

• Design checklists are being used for each project submittal.  Projects all updated in 
the Primavera database. 
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• Continued efforts are being made to implement plans to make stakeholders and 

citizens more aware of air quality issues.  A web page called “Air Aware” is being 
launched.  Once the conformity report is approved, it can also be made available.   

MAG Actions 
• There has been a request and agreement between Mesa and Gilbert to alter the 

priorities slightly between the Red Mountain and Santan freeways.   
Project Status Report 
• Pima 101L to Scottsdale Road will be completed in August.  “Party on Pima” 

planned for August 29, 2001. 
• Santan/I-10 TI. Pecos connection, I-10 mainline detours have been activated and 

will remain in place throughout the project. 
• US 60 Design Build is underway and will continue for 24 months, a short time 

considering the magnitude of the project. 
Project Advertisements, Bids and Awards 
• Pima Freeway 101L Scottsdale to Princess/Pima.  Apparent low bidder was FNF at 

$24.5 M and 230 calendar days; awarded in July. 
• Santan Freeway (202L/I-10 TI).  Project awarded to Kramer for $50.2M. 
• SR 51 Bell Road to Pima (101L).  Project awarded to Pulice for $38.6M. 
• Red Mountain Freeway (202L) Gilbert to Higley Road.  Project advertised; 

construction bids open in early August. 
• Grand Avenue, (US 60), Thomas & 91st Avenue Ramps at 101L.  Project advertised; 

bid opening expected in August. 
• Study still underway at MAG on Grand Avenue from the 101 beyond Sun City.  A 

number of stakeholder meetings have been held.  
Freeway Maintenance 
• Mr. Doug Nintzel, ADOT spokesperson, discussed the newspaper article on the 

issue of freeway maintenance.  He explained the Department’s decision not to 
renew the contract on the “litter getter.”  He also briefly reviewed ADOT’s litter 
maintenance, the corporate Adopt-a-Highway programs, and acknowledged the 
challenges faced by the Department with respect to litter.  He noted that, the Arizona 
Republic wants to examine the issue, and there will likely be some stories on the 
subject.  Mr. Lance added that the “litter getter” was one of many methods of 
cleaning the freeway and explained the contract was not renewed because it was 
not found to be cost effective.   

Questions and comments regarding the presentation were as follows: 
• Mr. Beyer noted that MAG has presented and has on file all of their air quality 

projections over the next 20 years.  He noted that there is a lot of good data 
available at MAG.   

• Mr. Campbell voiced his support of the agreement between the cities of Mesa and 
Gilbert to reprioritize projects on the Red Mountain and Santan Freeways.  
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• Mr. Gawlitta asked about the concern over the 101L detour, which would affect 

Scottsdale Road.  Mr. Eaton explained that the short construction contract has 
alleviated the concern.  

• Mr. Gawlitta expressed concern about the public hearing input on the Grand Avenue 
study west of Loop 101.  He felt the suggestions would further inhibit the free flow of 
traffic when, in fact, measures need to be implemented to improve traffic flow.  He 
asked Mr. Anderson to convey his concern to MAG.  Mr. Anderson offered to give a 
presentation to CTOC at  a later meeting. 

 
Chairman Beyer raised the issue of the traffic back-up that is occurring at end-of-
freeway situations as well as at freeway on-ramps and questioned whether ADOT is 
facing a real problem.  Other committee members agreed that there seems to be a 
problem.  Mr. Campbell said he, too, would be very interested in seeing what could be 
done to ameliorate those situations.  Mr. Eaton verified for Mr. Beyer that the 
Department has responded to the citizen testimony where concern was expressed in 
this regard.  Mr. Eaton suggested that the subject be discussed at the committee’s next 
meeting.  Mr. Lance noted that there is always some isolated congestion at entrances 
and end-of-freeway conditions before the next segment of freeway is opened.  This is 
taken into consideration in traffic modeling.  Mr. Lance listed mitigation measures that 
are used on the design-build projects.  Mr. Anderson explained that MAG is beginning a 
bottleneck study to specifically look at this issue both on freeways as well as arterials 
that feed the freeways.   
 
Richard Ruth, citizen, commented about a problem where two traffic lights are very 
close together just before you get to a particular freeway.  
 
4. CTOC FY 2001-2002 Budget: 
 
Mr. Eaton provided a summary of the CTOC budget results for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 2001.  He explained the difference between allocation and expenditure in each 
category.  Also reviewed was the proposed budget for fiscal year 2001/2002, totaling 
$40,800.  He noted that the Professional and Outside Services category includes 
$12,000 estimated for the financial compliance audit.  He recommended that Mr. 
Campbell meet with the new auditors, Deloitte & Touche, review the previous year’s 
scope of work and determine whether they are able to conduct the audit and whether 
additional tasks need to be included in the scope of work.   
 
Chairman Beyer called for a motion.  Paul Schwartz moved to approve the budget, as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Gawlitta and carried unanimously. 
 

 4



CITIZEN’S TRANSPORTATION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
Arizona Department of Transportation 

Board Room #145-147 
206 South 17th Avenue 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 
July 19, 2001 

 
 
Chairman Beyer called upon Mr. Campbell to again work with Mr. Eaton and represent 
the committee through the financial compliance audit.  He asked that Mr. Campbell then 
report to the committee.  Mr. Campbell agreed.   
 
5. ADOT Program Funding Analysis: 
 
Mr. McGee was unable to attend the meeting; therefore, this item was deferred to a 
future meeting.   
 
Chairman Beyer discussed the Vision 21 Task Force preliminary recommendation with 
respect to governance and MAG’s ability to provide continued regional planning and 
implementation.  The County has prepared a position paper on the matter of 
governance, and he wanted to make sure everyone received a copy of this document.  
Essentially, the county’s position is that they should be responsible for regional 
transportation planning and implementation.  Mayor Rimsza is concerned about this 
position, and a MAG governance committee has been appointed.  Mr. Beyer attended 
meetings of this committee and believes the real issue is the next half-cent tax, which is 
essential to complete key projects for the regional transportation system.  He explained 
MAG’s goal to ensure it is the continuing vehicle to continue in its current capacity.  A 
subcommittee of citizens at large was formed, and Mr. Beyer is a member of that group.  
The group will provide feedback on governance to MAG.  As a member of that group, 
Mr. Beyer called for input from CTOC members on the governance issue over the next 
couple of weeks.   
 
Mr. Campbell said that he has looked at the issue very carefully on behalf of the East 
Valley Partnership and agrees with Mr. Beyer’s assessment of the situation.  Mr. 
Campbell believes the county is ill suited to fulfill the role they wish to take on.  He also 
agrees that MAG needs to evaluate itself and make sure the public believes it has the 
credibility to warrant the public’s support of the half-cent sales tax continuation.  He 
offered to provide a copy of his comments to the Vision 21 Task Force.   
 
Mr. Schwartz commented that overall MAG does a good job.  There is one area of 
concern, in his opinion, relative to MAG and that is they do not adequately address 
alternative transportation modes, i.e. rail, bus, subway, etc.  He feels that these modes 
will not be addressed until a separate regional authority interested in alternative, non-
highway, modes of transportation is established.  He is concerned with the highway 
focus of the State’s transportation entities.   
 
Mr. Gawlitta stated the importance of looking at multi-modal approaches to transporting 
people around the county and the state.  Mr. Beyer suggested that one independent 
organizational structure is needed to make the planning decisions. 
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Mr. Schwartz related that he had spent three weeks in England several years ago 
studying the issue of how to move people around Great Britain.  The group looked at 
every aspect of the various modes of transportation and the coordination of those 
modes.  He was so impressed that he brought two of the persons involved to the U.S. 
and worked with them for a couple of years.  He suggested the English had a better 
overall idea on how to coordinate transportation than the U.S.  
Chairman Beyer emphasized that the issue is the need for regional transportation 
planning. 
 
Mr. Liddy concurred that it is essential to get a handle on regional transportation 
planning.  But, it is important to bear in mind that the most efficient way to transport 
people may not be the way people want to be transported. 
 
Chairman Beyer stated that he would like to invite the staff of Ed Fox of Pinnacle West 
to present to CTOC.  Pinnacle West is very involved with the examination of alternative 
fuels, especially hydrogen engines.   
 
6. I-17 Corridor Improvement Plan and SR 74 Access Control Plan 
 
John Louis, Assistant State Engineer for Roadway Design, ADOT, presented 
copies and reviewed a handout from a public information meeting on Tuesday, April 10, 
relating to the widening study on I-17 from the Loop 101 Interchange to Black Canyon 
City.  Mr. Louis reviewed I-17 widening study issues and alternatives.  He 
acknowledged the inability to build I-17 wide enough to address the needs and the need 
for parallel roads.  He explained that the county made an approach to identify parallel 
roads, and the state supported two parallel arterials on either side of the interstate to 
accommodate the traffic along I-17 during closures.  At this point the process involves 
public meetings to present the study to the citizens and gather input.  After that, the 
study will begin to address the issues raised, develop options, return to public meetings, 
narrow down widening alternatives, perform basic engineering associated with the 
alternative selected, meet again with the public, and then conduct an official public 
hearing to meet FHWA environmental process requirements.   
 
Regarding the 303L, Mr. Louis explained that it takes two years to get through the 
environmental process to formally reach agreement that the T.I. can be constructed at 
Lone Mountain Road and develop the concept of how it is going to work and fit with the 
city’s development.   
 
Mr. Louis stated that completion of the I-17 widening study is probably one year away. 
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Questions and comments regarding the presentation were as follows: 
• Mr. Gawlitta asked if there has been any study of improvements to secondary roads 

to take the load off of I-17.  He suggested a part of the study should include I-17 
bypass alternatives.  He suggested that New River Road could take a tremendous 
amount of traffic off of I-17.  Mr. Louis indicated that a separate Maricopa County 
study looked at parallel roadways to I-17 from Black Canyon City south to the 
Carefree Highway.   

• Mr. Beyer commented on the growth taking place in the subject area.   
• Mr. Gawlitta noted that the right-of-way is already under the control of a 

governmental jurisdiction, and there is an opportunity to take advantage of this and 
improve those roads to take some of the load off I-17.   

• In response to a question by Mr. Beyer with respect to traffic interchanges, Mr. Louis 
detailed several TI’s that are being proposed through city planning and development.  
He stressed the fact that the subject study looks only at widening the interstate.  
There will be a study to ensure that 303L will be able to connect with I-17 at the 
Lone Mountain Road alignment.  The study will take approximately two years.  Mr. 
Beyer expressed concern with adding lanes and not realizing the need for a TI at 
Lone Mountain Road.   

• Mr. Schwartz asked about SR 74.  Mr. Louis explained that S.R. 74 goes west of I-
17 where Carefree Highway goes east.  It runs to U.S. 60 in the Morristown area.  A 
study is underway that will look at access control.  The route is likely the last 
east/west opportunity out of town.  ADOT feels the route is critical to address the 
growth expected.  The existing Carefree Highway will be developed consistent with 
what is east of I-17, a four or six-lane major arterial.  

• Mr. Gawlitta asked if noise level comparisons were made before and after the 
rubberized asphalt application on I-17.  Mr. Lance answered that a study is 
underway currently, and no results are available as yet.  He stated that the life 
expectancy of the rubberized asphalt is eight to ten years.   

 
7. MAG Regional Transportation Plan Update: 

 
Eric Anderson, MAG, noted the growth the region has realized in recent years.  For the 
last 15 years, MAG has concentrated on the completion of the regional freeway 
program.  He outlined MAG’s effort at putting together a regional transportation plan to 
replace the framework from a 1960 plan.  He emphasized that the region has been 
playing catch-up on its freeway system for 40 years.  With the completion of the core of 
the system by 2007, major strides have been made.  In fact, metro Phoenix is doing 
better in terms of congestion than many metropolitan areas across the country.  Mr. 
Anderson highlighted key components of the regional transportation plan being 
developed, including the phases of the process and integration of the area/modal 
studies with the plan.  He provided a status report on key regional transportation plan  
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Tasks; expert forums and issue papers; focus groups; state of the region report; 
development of regional values, goals and objectives that will guide future 
transportation investments; and the development and analyzation of alternative growth/ 
revitalization scenarios and transportation strategies. 

 
Questions and comments regarding the presentation were as follows: 
• Chairman Beyer commented that one of the key items that needs to be addressed in 

terms of public transportation is the linkage between starting points and destinations.  
He noted one criticism of the Tempe trolley system is there is no understanding of 
who is being moved from where to where.  He understood this would be a tough task 
and asked whether MAG would be able to undertake such a task.  Mr. Anderson 
acknowledged the difficulty in the task.  He suggested that light rail is one element of 
a myriad of transportation options that need to be available in the Valley.  He 
discussed the role of light rail to provide mobility within a developed central corridor.  
It is not designed to move the masses over long distances. 

• Chairman Beyer asked how many persons were working on the project.  Mr. 
Anderson answered that he has a staff of 15, but consultants are also working on 
the project under management of MAG.   

• Chairman Beyer asked about coordination with Pinal County on projects, noting the 
importance of working with Pinal County.  Mr. Lance explained that the State 
Highway System traverses through all city and county boundaries.  The COG’s and 
MPO’s have a boundary and try to focus within that boundary.  Because of the 
phenomenal growth being experienced and over the next 20-50 years, Pinal County 
and Maricopa County will have to coordinate closely.   

 
8.   Call to the Public: 
 
Ed Johnson, citizen, brought to the attention a signage campaign being used in Illinois 
to raise awareness about the need to slow down in road construction zones.  He 
provided copies of a newspaper article on the subject.  He stressed the importance of 
the need for drivers to slow down and suggested the Illinois signage be considered in 
Arizona. 
 
Mr. Lance announced that the legislature recently passed a bill, which doubles the fines 
in work zones.  The legislation is effective August 9, and signage will be quickly 
implemented in active construction zones.  ADOT is working on the details of the 
concept now.  He believes the fines will help the situation, but the key is enforcement.  
Officers are being encouraged to support the work zones and beef up enforcement.  Mr. 
Eaton added that the legislature took some highway funding to hire 150 additional DPS 
officers, which is a step in the right direction.  Mr. Schwartz commented that there is a 
lot of construction work along SR 93, and he passed four highway patrol cars, two of 
which had someone stopped.   
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9.   Next Meeting Date: 
 
 CTOC Public Meeting, City of Peoria 

Thursday, August 23, 2001 
6:00 p.m. 

  
 CTOC Regular Meeting, ADOT Traffic Operations Center 
 Tuesday, September 18, 2001 
 5:00 p.m. 
 
10.  CTOC Member Reports: 
 
Mr. Gawlitta reported he drove up to the Showlow area in the past two weeks, which 
made him realize just how much effort has been put into the rest of the State in terms of 
road improvements.  He felt the improvements made in the northern part of the State 
were phenomenal, yet long overdue.  He noted that he was asked to appear on KAET’s 
round table committee the following Tuesday, as they address the issue of 
transportation.  He indicated he would not be participating as a representative of CTOC.  
He felt it would prove to be an interesting discussion. 
 
11. Closing comments and Adjournment: 
 
Mr. Beyer called for any further public input, and there was none.  He thanked those 
present for their participation. 
 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7 p.m.  
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